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ORANGE COUNTY CENTRAL OFFICE 
1526 Brookhollow, Suite 75 

(Mailing address: 1526 E. Warner, Suite 75) 
Santa Ana, California 92705 

Phone (714) 556-4555 
E-mail: ocaa7664@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.oc-aa.org 

 

Office hours Mon-Fri. 9:00 AM-9:00 PM 
Sat 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

South County Office:  27281 Las Ramblas, Ste.135 
Mission Viejo 92691 

Phone: (949) 582-2697 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10:00AM to 5:00 PM 

The Orange County Intergroup Association meets the 

second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM.  Cur-

rently there is a need for a new meeting space.  Please 

contact Central Office at (714) 556-4555 for the tem-

porary location or visit www.oc-aa.org.  If you can help 

with a meeting location please notify Central Office.   

Step 6 

Number 6 of 12 articles on the 12 Steps   

Ah, now we come to the step that “separates 
the men from the boys”, as the 12 & 12 states.  I 
don’t know about that, but I know that the magic that 
is freedom under God began to happen with this 
step.  It still amazes me that two of the most life-
changing steps in our program take up two short 
paragraphs in the Big Book.  Another absolutely 
amazing fact about the 6th step – it didn’t exist before 
Bill W. wrote it down on paper one night in 1937-38.   

Most of the promises listed in the 5th step 
started to come true in this step.  When I could hon-
estly say that I was ENTIRELY ready (not almost, 
not just about, not partially, but ENTIRELY ready) to 
have God remove ALL (not some) of these defects, I 
had taken step 6.  Well, that was easy.   

Now let’s look at step 7.  Oops, my sponsor 
had something to say, and like always he put it in the 
form of a question, “What are those defects of char-
acter I am entirely ready to have God remove?”   
And I listed this long grocery list of defects, to which 
my sponsor responded, “Let’s look at four – dishon-
esty, selfishness, fear and resentment”.  He told me 
that his experience had shown him that these four 
defects brought out all the others – selfishness most 
often being a cause of lust, fear almost always being 
a cause of anger, resentment always being a driver 
of being judgmental… and so on.  Now, having a 
true list of my defects, I saw that there was no way I 
wanted to hang on to any of them – I became en-
tirely ready to have God remove all these defects of 
character.  I still am entirely ready to have God re-
move them – daily.    

A member of A.A.® in Orange County  

Text in italics re-printed from the Big Book with permission of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous World Services, (AAWS)® 

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these  
defects of character. 

You are asking yourself as all of us must:  
“Who am I?”… “Where am I?” … “Whence do I go?”   
The process of enlightenment is usually slow.  But, in the end, our 
seeking always brings a finding.  These great mysteries are, after all, 
enshrined in complete simplicity. 
Bill W.  
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