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From the October, 1947, Grapevine
Why Can't We Join A.A. Too?

Dear A.A.s:

Dr. Bob and I have a problem. We'd like to share it frankly
with you.

In actuality, A.A. has a score of “founders,” men and women
without whose special contributions A.A. might never have
been. But somehow the title, “founder,” seems to have attached
itself almost solely to Dr. Bob and me--a phenomenon due
perhaps to the general lack of information about our early

days. This sentiment, though it prompts A.A.s to set us some-
what apart from the whole, is deeply touching to us both. We
surely have more reasons for gratitude than anyone in the
world. But we are beginning to ask ourselves if this over-
emphasis will be good for A.A. in the long
run. Is so much sentiment for “the found-
ers” entirely wise?

Perhaps we A.A.s can become a new kind
of human society. To a degree hitherto
unknown, A.A. may be able to function
upon the power of its own fundamental
principles rather than upon the prestige or
inspiration of a highly personalized leader-
ship. Thus the whole can become of trans-
cending importance over any part; contin-
ued unity and success can then mostly de-
pend upon God as we understand him
working vitally in thousands of hearts rather than a few.

Deep down, I think we A.A.s have begun to sense this magnif-
icent possibility. The widening conviction that active leader-
ship ought to be transitory and rotating; that each A.A. group
with respect to its own affairs needs be accountable only to its
own conscience; that our committees and boards are really
servants, not officials; that we, as a movement, ought to remain
poor, so avoiding the risks of disrupting wealth; that as indi-
vidual members of A.A. we should remain anonymous before
the general public—these are the signs and portents of a unique
future. Such concepts certainly leave little room for a prestige-
clothed leadership.

“But,” some will say, “how shall we make such a vision actu-
ally work when most societies have to rely so greatly on man-
agement, money, and heavily-publicized leadership exercising
powerful personal suasion?”” Yet incredibly, we are beginning
to see our vision come alive. Even though we persist in look-
ing with misgiving on any large accumulation of money or
personal prestige in the name of Alcoholics Anonymous, we
do continue to grow despite the absence of those sometimes
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unstable factors upon which other human endeavors must so
often depend.

Why is this possible? Is it because we are a superior people?
Well, hardly! Far from being better than average, we are surely
much more fallible. Strangely enough, our group strength
seems to stem from our individual and ever potential weakness.
We are alcoholics. Even though now recovered, we are never
too far removed from the possibility of fresh personal disaster.
Each knows he must observe a high degree of honesty, humili-
ty, and tolerance, or else drink again. For us of A.A. to drink is
to die; to love God and fellow man is to live.

Under such potent conditions the impossible has become possi-
ble. When each A.A.’s life literally depends upon his unselfish
service to others, when false pride, self-pity, or unhealthy self-
seeking is almost certain to be unmercifully chastised by John
Barleycorn, he needs but a minimum of man-made rules or
inspired leaders to hold him on the right
course. Nor for long is he apt to contin-
ue anything harmful to A.A. unity. He
knows so well that we A.A.s shall have
to hang together—or else hang separate-
ly! At first living the spiritual life be-
cause he must, he presently lives it be-
cause he wants to. Such is the truly
providential circumstance in which we
all find ourselves; that is why we are
beginning to see new values in A.A. We
perceive in our midst a spiritual realm
which can be little disturbed by the dis-
tractions of wealth or self-serving egocentricity.

Against this background let’s have another look at Dr. Bob and
me. Seemingly, the larger A.A. grows, the more our particular
part in its creation and continuance tends to be emphasized. Our
status remains exceptional. Nearly all other early A.A.s have
long since slipped over to the “sidelines” where, if they have
retained the confidence of all, they are frequently consulted. By
common consent they have become unofficial coaches, reser-
voirs of longer experience, to be sought out in the pinches.
Their Alma Mater is now served by new teams. These too will
have their day on the field, then finally retire. This is, we think,
as it ought to be.

Dr. Bob and I feel this sound doctrine should apply to us as
well. There seems no good reason to make an exception of “the
founders.” The more we early members continuously occupy
the center of the A.A. stage the more we shall set risky prece-
dents for a highly personalized and permanent leadership. To
insure well A.A.’s future, is this not the very thing we should
carefully avoid? Of course, Dr. Bob and I do not want to ignore

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1

any special responsibility remaining still upon us. Quite the con-
trary; our principal mission today is probably that of helping A.A.
form a sound tradition. But how, for example, can we advocate
the traditional principle of rotating leadership if we allow the be-
lief to grow that we ought to be permanent exceptions ourselves?
Of course, we cannot.

Take, for instance, my own situation. It is known that my health is
recently improved; that I'm going to a large regional conference.

(The paper slip cover of the book Pass It On'States the fol-
lowing, “Here is Bill W., the man everybody knew and no-
body knew... Bill's character was complex and contradictory.
Although we always tried to place him on a pedestal, he
strove for genuine humility, declining honors and stressing
the spiritual value of anonymity. The co-founder of A.A., he
was never a member of A.A., because we never allowed him
to be.”)

Copyright ©1944-2011 The AA Grapevine, Inc.

Instantly come warm but most urgent invitations to speak at gath-
erings all over North America. Most A.A.s being good salesmen,
the pressure on me is truly enormous.

While it’s a wonderful feeling to be so much wanted, these bids
do leave me in the middle of an acute dilemma—a real heart-
breaker. How, in fairness, can I speak at ten anniversary dinners
and refuse 90; how can I make special recordings or telephone
talks for all these occasions? Or, again, how can I respond to all
the mail I receive; how can I advise hundreds of individuals and
groups about their special problems? It is a physical impossibility.
Even though I could somehow accomplish all these things, and so
remain in the center of A.A. affairs indefinitely, would that be
best for A.A. in the long run? Surely you will agree it would not.

So the problem of Dr. Bob and me comes down to this: We shall
somehow have to decide just what few things we are still specially
fitted to do for A.A. and, within the limits of our health, set about
them.

For my part, I feel I ought to do much more writing: more A.A.
Grapevine pieces, more pamphlets and possibly a new book deal-
ing with the vital matter of A.A. unity. This material ought to be
widely informative of our developing tradition and of the little
understood A.A.s General Service Center. Occasionally [ would
like to appear at the larger regional gatherings for the purpose of
discussing these matters with as many A.As as possible.

Over the next two or three years it will be desirable to broaden the
base of our General Service Center here at New York so that it
can include a yearly meeting of out-of-town A.A.s with the trus-
tees of The Alcoholic Foundation, the A.A. General Office staff,
and The A.A. Grapevine editors, this to be called The General
Service Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous. To help construct
such a conference will be a real task which may eventually require
us to visit a number of our large A.A. centers the country over.

For the good of A.A. as a whole these seem the things most need-
ful to be done. If these projects are ever to be finished, I'm sure
we can do little else. To succeed we shall need real freedom of
decision and few diversions. Hence, we beg your whole-hearted
cooperation.

Though these assignments are still before us, Dr. Bob and I are
now going to confess a deep yearning. As private citizens of A.A.,
we shall often wish to come and go among you like other people,
without any special attention. And while we would like always to
keep the wonderful satisfaction of having been among the origina-
tors, we hope you will begin to think of us as early A.A.s only,
not as “founders.”

So, can't we join A.A. too?

Bill W.
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MESSAGE FROM
YOUR DELEGATE

THIS MONTH'S MAIL
FROM General Service Office in New York
included the very excellent treatise on one of
the better known efforts to aid in the recovery
of alcoholics. It is entitled "The Washingtoni-
an Movement," and was written by Dr. Milton
A. Maxwell, Ph.D., Chairman of the Board of
Trustees. Tracing the history of the movement
from its inception by six drinking friends on
April 2, 1840, who were gathered together
drinking in Chase's Tavern on Liberty Street in
Baltimore. They were William K. Mitchell, a
tailor; John F. Hoss, a carpenter; David Ander-
son and George Steers, both blacksmiths; James
McCurley, a coachmaker; and Archibald Camp-
bell, a silversmith. They fell to discussing a
temperance lecture to be given that evening by a

visiting lec- turer, the
Rev. Mat- At the first anniversary of | thew Hale
Smith. Jok- | the society on April 5, ingly, they
proposed 1841, there were about | that some of
them attend | 7,000 reformed drunk- and report
back. Four | s and 5,000 other went and, on

their return, all discussed

members and (riends

the lecture. ) o ] . On Sunday,
April 5, v;/z() [{({11{{16(/ to celebrate again drink-
ing, they the occasion. decided to

organize a total absti-
nence society. Mitchell became president;
Campbell, vice-president; Hoss, secretary;
McCurley, treasurer; and Steers and Anderson,
the standing committee. Membership fee was
twenty-five cents, monthly dues twelve and a
half cents. One of the more interesting things
was that each man agreed to bring another man
to the next meeting.

THE FOLLOWING PLEDGE was formulated
and signed: "We, whose names are annexed, de-
sirous of forming a society for our mutual ben-
efit, and to guard against a pernicious practice
which is injurious to our health, standing and
families, do pledge ourselves as gentlemen that
we will not drink any spiritous or malt liquors,
wine or cider." And thus was born the Wash-
ington Temperance Society, more commonly
referred to as the Washingtonians.

Continued on page 4



Literature Report

Pamphlet:
“Do You Think You’re Different?”

Alcoholism is absolutely insidious. A surefire symptom of the
disease is a fierce belief that the problem is minor (denial) and
that you are nothing like “those people,” those wretched A.A.s
who really are sick and have to lay their shame bare to com-
plete strangers in order to avoid the bottle. In this devious way,

the disease tricks the mind to prevent the still-
mr:lil?':’JCHJ'RE suffering alcoholic from even considering the
DIFFERENT? help that is so readily available.

~ In fact, aside from all the drinking, the one
thing most A.A.s have in common is they all
thought Alcoholics Anonymous was only for
hopeless losers with problems much worse
than their own — that they were somehow
different than the men and women who attend
those dreadful meetings and drink that dread-
ful coffee. The Do You Think You re Differ-
ent? pamphlet works to counter this common
misconception by offering a diverse selection
of first-person accounts to show that alcohol
absolutely does not discriminate and that A.A. is a winning
solution for alcoholics of all stripes and colors.

Included are stories from the young and the old, the religious
and the non-religious, gays and lesbians, Native Americans
and African Americans, high-bottom drunks and low-bottom
drunks and others. So, in a way, the pamphlet confirms the
notion that we are different when it comes to gender, belief,
race, age, etc. But when it comes to alcohol and its ability to
bring us down, we are all the same — and in this way A.A. is
there help us with our common affliction.

The Sixth Tradition

An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the
A.A. name to any related facility or outside enterprise, lest
problems of money, property and prestige divert us from
our primary purpose.

The “related facility” may be an outside group combating
alcoholism — or an enterprise that A.A.s want to start. It
was the latter that most often confronted the young Fellow-
ship. Outside agencies were pretty scarce in those days, and
some members thought A.A. should cover the whole alco-
holism field. Led by a “superpromoter” (as the “Twelve and
Twelve” describes him), one group built an all-purpose cen-
ter, including a section for drying-out treatment. Picture any
group tackling such a project! Arguments over cost, archi-
tecture, staff, fees, medication, and rules might even make
the local paper. (And pity the poor newcomer straying into
the group — “We’ll get around to you in a minute.”)

Though that ambitious center failed, some individual
members have since founded successful clubhouses, rest
farms, halfway houses, etc. The enterprises are run by these
A.A.s and patronized by other members or prospective
members. But money and property are involved. Therefore,
it has proved wise to keep the operation of the facility com-
pletely separate from that of any A.A. group, and to keep
“A.A.” or terms like “Twelfth Step” out of the name.

Toward outside agencies dealing with alcoholism, the
A.A. policy is “cooperation but not affiliation.” A group
cooperates, for example, by welcoming referrals from clin-
ics or by sponsoring A.A. groups in institutions.. But in one
area, money for a rehab was solicited at an 4.4. meeting —
implying affiliation. In another, A.A. was listed among ben-
eficiaries of a United Fund drive.

AAWS, 1971

Continued from page 3

AT THE FIRST anniversary of the society on April 5, 1841 , there were about
1,000 reformed drunkards and 5,000 other members and friends who paraded to celebrate the occa-
sion. Some 40,000 residents of Baltimore were greatly impressed at witnessing the event.

The first meeting of the society in New York was Tuesday, March 23, 1841, in a Methodist church on
Green Street. Five speakers, all "reformed drunkards" deeply moved and inspired those who came to
hear, and more than a hundred pledges were signed amid unaffected tears and with cordial greetings by

the five Baltimore delegates who spoke.

Meetings were held in Boston (the first on April 15, 1841,) to larger crowds and the movement be-
gan to spread rapidly. By May, 1842, the Boston society claimed 13,000 members and many chapters

began to appear throughout New England.

Dr. Maxwell's pamphlet continues the story of the Washingtonians and his history is a distinct contri-
bution to the archives of AA. I suggest if you wish a copy, ...[please contact GSO in New York.]

DENVER C., Delegate Mid-Southern California Area

Editor's Note: Here are some links to the GSO Website that discuss antecedents to A.A. including

the Washingtonians:

http://www.aa.org/en_pdfs/f-151-markings_mar-april04.pdf
http://www.aa.org/en_pdfs/f-151_markings fall08.pdf
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Profiles in Sobriety

Tom N., Newport Beach; 3 Years
(sober since 01/13/2008)

What was your first impression of A.A.?
At first  wondered, “Is this all these
people do? Am I going to have to go to meetings for the rest of
my life and white-knuckle it every day? " I had no idea that if
you just took it one day at a time the days would fly by and the
obsession to drink would disappear.

What made you realize A.A. would work for you?

Well, nothing else did. I was absolutely willing to go to any
lengths to get out of the downward spiral my life was in. See-
ing people with all levels of time ahead of me — from a few
months to decades — gave me hope that continued sobriety was
possible.

In your opinion, what is the most important thing a newcomer
should know about A.A.?

Don’t give up too quickly. Focus on the similarities, not the
differences — and be willing to “make the call” when the urge
for drinking hits.

Take a wild guess - how many A.A. meetings have you been
to?
700

What’s your current weekly meeting routine?
Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday, and often on
Wednesday.

Why do you continue to go to meetings?

Because I believe that it helps. I never want to go back to
where I was, and I often find I get the most out of meetings 1
thought about skipping.

What do you remember the most about your first few months
of sobriety?

I never was on the pink cloud and was cynical when I heard
“welcome to the newcomer.” I still remember, after about four
months, I said “welcome to the newcomer” and [ meant it to
the core of my soul. It made me appreciate that we really are
all in this together and that the compassion of A.A. members is
real and powerful.

Do you remember the first time you asked for help — what was
that like?

1 did a couple of times before I joined A.A., and it was out of
pure desperation. I even went to a psychologist thinking if I
paid for it, it had to be better. She basically told me to go to
AA.

What has been your biggest challenge in sustained sobriety?
The first time I got really low and thought “is this all there
is?” But I knew that with drinking, things would never get bet-
ter. [ remembered “this too shall pass,” and it did.

Do you ever think you might be cured for good?

I don’t think there is a cure and that I can go back to social
drinking. The surprising thing is, now that I practice the steps
in all of my affairs, I don’t really want to.

Besides yourself, who benefits the most from your sobriety?

The obvious answer is family, friends and business associates,
but it is really everyone I come in contact with. I remember
buying an expensive suit while drunk and wondering if the
salesman knew. Really? Of course he did. And what do you
think he talked to his kids about that night?

What’s the best thing about being sober?

The fact that hope and a belief'in the future have returned to
me. My life, no matter how long I had left, was basically over.
That is no longer true, and the possibilities are endless.

‘Web Stats

On July 9, 2010, our Web site redesign went live.
Thus, some statistics start from a new base. During
April, there were 12,173 "visits" to www.oc-aa.org.

The first on-line issue of the Lifeline was posted to
our Web site in July of 2006. However, when our
site hosting company changed servers in June of
2007, some usage statistics were lost. Since July,
2007, the Lifeline home page has been viewed
20,781 times. Individual issue files have been
viewed 39,882 times. During April, 235 visitors
viewed the April 1ssue, while past issues (dating
back to June of 2008) were viewed 1,046 times. In
addition, 1ssues from selected years dating back to
April, 1963, (Vol. 1 No. 1) were viewed 2,055

times.

NEW!! Archived issues of the Lifeline for the years
1963, 1964, 1965, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1979,
1980 and 2005 are now available in down-

loadable .pdf format. More to be added in the fu-
ture."

Alcoholic A says single newcomers should stick to the
advice that they absolutely should not date until they’ve
been sober for at least a year.

Alcoholic B says that situations can differ for everyone
and that dating during early sobriety shouldn’t always be
looked down upon.

What do you
think?

e
g

U

Send responses to LifelineEditor@yahoo.com
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GRAPEVINE
WRITERS WORKSHOP

Got a Problem?
Send a Letter to
“Dear Alkie Alma”

Alma will answer your questions
about getting sober, staying so-

ber and carrying the message of
recovery. If you think Alma can

help, please send your letters to “Dear Alkie Alma” ¢c/o 67rh Anniversarv!
OCCO, 1526 BrookhollowDr., Suite 75, Santa Ana, CA Y-
92705, or email them to lifelineeditor@yahoo.com.

Celebrate the Grapevine's

Sunday, June 19, 2011
Can't I Just Think Myself Well? From 2:00 to 5:00
Dear Alky Alma, At the AA Archives
I'm pretty new to the program, and I'm getting tired of 7111 Arlington Avenue, Suite B
all the “old-timers” telling me that | need to get on with Riverside. CA
’

the Steps. | believe | am of above-average intelli-
gence, and have always been able to resolve life’s
setbacks using my willpower and mind (except for my
drinking.) Since | have been sober for a while, why
can’t | just “think” myself into a permanent state of
serenity? Why do | need the rest of the Steps?

Express your experience, strength and hope
through this Writers Workshop.
Participate and share in the “Meeting in Print”

Workshop to cover Putting Pen to Paper.
Leon R., RSM Guided by previously published authors to
include article and photography submission

Dear Leon, to the Grapevine.

Good question. But, think about it. Were you able to think For carpool or more information call
yourself sober? Didn’t you need to accept and surrender to

the fact that you had become “powerless over alcohol?” The adventure of writing an article for the
Obviously you did. That's a good start. Grapevine is a fun form of service.

Problem is: how to maintain sobriety and find a better
way to live over the long term. That's what the rest of the
steps are for. Our initial surrender is given spiritual
strength in Steps Two and Three. We are able to deal with
our shame and guilt and to recognize negative character To Carry the Message of Alcoholics Anonymous to the Alcoholic
traits that bedeviled us in Steps Four though Seven. Steps who is confined in a Hospital or Institution

Eight and Nine give us a way to set right past offenses
against others and ourselves, while the remaining Steps
provide a blueprint for successful living by allowing us to

en}.zance our b.vpiritual life, and to get out of ourselves by | h On mggzgguigziiiimh

being of service to others. ¢l Garden Grove Alano Club, 714-534-2244
9845 Belfast Drive, Garden Grove

So, it's a total package. As Bill W. wrote in his discussion For additional info call (714) 979-8524

on the Third Step in the Twelve and Twelve, “more sobrie- Or Central Office: (714) 556-4555

ty brought about by attendance at few meetings is very

good indeed, but it is bound to be a far cry from permanent South Orange County H &>

sobriety and a contented, useful life. That is just where the 3rd Wednesday of the month , 7:30 pm

remaining Steps of the A.A. program come in. Nothing Laguna Canyon Club, 949-497-1823

short of continuous action upon these as a way of life can 20456 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach
bring the much desired result.”

So, keep at it, Leon. You will see amazing results,

Alma
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS TO CENTRAL OFFICE— April
APR  YTD | Tu7:30P-(W)'s Disc., 8200 Ellis $64  $64 | 5a6:55AKeep It Simple, 20456 LCR $114
ALISO VIEJO A A Tu 7:30P-(W)'s Serenity BB, 20444 Magn $120 | 53 7:00A-Whale Watchers Men's, PCH@ $306
ANAHEIM A A Tu 8:00P-Newcms (M)'s Grp, 20444 Magn $100 | sa 12:30P-Into Action, 20456 LCR $19
Th 7:30P-We Gota C/P,5340 E. La Pal $35 | We 2:00P-Seniors & Friends 1718 Omng $60 | 54 7:00P-Beginners, 31872 PCH $664
BUENA PARK n A We 6:30P-(W)'s Step Stdy, 7641 Talbert $100 LAGUNA HILLS A A
CAPISTRANO BEACH A A We 8:00P-Here & Now, 16871 Bolsa Chica $56 Su 7:30P-Legacy Grp, 23802 Ave de la Car $443
Fr 7:00P-Friday Knights, 25976 Domingo ~ $70  $70 | Th 10:00A-(W)'s BB Stdy, 18631 Chapel $75  $255 | o 6:00P-(W)'sDisc, 23802 A D Carlota $120 $210
CORONA DEL MAR A A Th 7:00P-11th Step Disc., 1912 Florida $60  $120 | 1, 7:00P-(M)'s Stag, 23802 A D Carlotta $271
Tu 7:00P-(M)'s Part, 611 Heliotrope $320 | Fr 10:00A-Step Sisters, 18631 Chapel Ln. $48 948 Th 12:30P-(W)'s Topic Disc, 23181 Verdugo $100
We 7:00A-Women's B/B Study, 3233 Pa $210 | Fr6:30P-BB Stdy, 16400 Springdale $25  $25 LAGUNA NIG(JEL Aoa
We 7:30P-Living Sober Discussion, 611 $60 | Sa 7:30A-Att|?ude Mod, 19092 Beach Blvd $60 | )10 7:00A-Morn (M)'s Stag B2B, 30071 Ivy $200
COSTA MESA Ao Sa 7:30A-(M)'s Stag Book Study, 19092Be ~ $100 $120 |\~ ,
) . . 0 10:30A-(W)'s 12X12 Stdy, 27802 El La $120
Dly 7:30A-As Bill Sees It, 2501 Harbor $700 | Sa 7:30A-Camel(M)'s Disc 9812 Hamilton $120 Tu 6:00P-(M)'s Disc/Munch L N Reg Park ~ $110 $470
M-F 6:45A-Moming Meditat, 183 E. Bay $1 $4 | Sa 9:30A-W BB Stdy, 19092 Beach Blvd $45  $45 T ) " Reg
_ . u 7:30P-Book Stdy, 30111 Niguel Rd. $107  $207
M-F 12:00P-Noon Rec, 420 W. 19t St. $60 | Sa 9:30A-Charle St Overflow, 9812 Hamilt - $30  $30 | £ 7,004 B2y 40 Basics Men's, 30120 Town $203 $814
Su 8:45A-Chow Hound Hooligans, 2040 $85 | Sa 10:00A-(W)'s BBStdy, 18631 Chapel $125 Fr 10-30A-(W)'s Disc.. 30071 Iw Gl $120
Mo 12:00P-Clean & Serene BB, 183E.  $70 $210 | Sa7:00P-Sat Nite Live BB, 18631 Chapel ~ $90 $150 | " 10:0A-(W)'s Disc, vy sienn
, , A LAGUNA WOODS A
Mo 8:00P-(M)'s, 2015 Charle Street $45  $45 IRVINE )
Tu 7:30P-Balboa Broads, 420 W 19th St~ $70  $70 | Dly 6:30A-Sunrise Sobriety, 4400 Barr $1,052 $1,052 | DY 7'_30A'D° It Sober, 24442 Mouilton §501 52,495
Tu7:30P-(M)'s Last Gaspers, 695 W19t §75 125 | M-F 12:00P-Alton Noon Grp, 5101 Aon ~ $159 420 | Ve 7:30A-BB Mecting, 24442 Moulton $179
We 12:00P-High Noon Step, 183 E. Bay §120 | M-F 12:00P-Take the Steps. UCI Bldg. rm $40 | We T:15P-(W)'s BB Stdy, 24351 El Toro $180
Th 3:00P-We Are Not Sainta, 2701 Fair $70 | Su 10:00A-Donut Mtg, 6670 Alton Pky $128 $183 | Ve 7:00P-Winners Step Study, 24442 Mo $200
Fr 12:00P-Friday Noon Men's Stag, 183 $200 | Su 7:30P-BonitaCnyn Disc, 5001 Nwprt $139 | Fr 10.00A-Top/Hill Gang, 24252 I Toro $110
Fr 6:30P-Family After, 1701 Baker St. $122 | Mo 5:00P-Women's Blue Book, 5001Newpo $224 Sa 8:30A-Warmer Upper Group,23802 Ave  $190 $190
Fi 6:30 P-TGIF Women 183 E.Bay St. $35 | Mo 6:30P-Easy Does It, 4949 Alton $39  $87 LA HABRA Ao
Fr 8:00P-BB Stdy, 1865 Anaheim $9 | Mo 6:30P-(W)'s BB Topic Disc, 4949 Alt $35 LAKE FOREST oA
Sa 7:00A-ARK, 760 Victoria St. $18 | Mo 7:30P-(W)'s Disc., 15 Orange Tree $60 | Th 7:30P-Mustard Seed SS, 23262 El Toro $60
Sa 9:30A-(M)'s By The Book, 3080 Airw $160 | Tu& Th 6:30A- A New Momning, 4945 Alton ~~ $70  $70 LA MIRADA A
Sa 9:30A-Sat Morn (W)'s Gr, 2040 Plac $91 | Tu 10:00A-Women's Reflection Group $128 LAS FLORES Ao
Sa 6:00P-Cover-To-Cover, 183 E. Bay $72  $144 | Tu 12:00P-(W)'s BB Stdy, 5101 Alton Pky $137 $137 | Sa 7:15P-Mission Spkrs., 26111 Antonio $210 $385
CYPRESS A A Tu 6:00P-Courage To Change, 18182 Culver  $116  $235 LOS ALAMITOS A A
We 7:00P-Cypress Women's S/S, 5100 $252  $252 | Tu 7:00P-(M)'s K.I.S. 12X12, 14301 Yale $210 MISSION VIEJO A A
Fr 6:00P-Living Sober, 5201 Evergreen $98 | Tu 7:30P-Men's of Irvine, 4949 Alton Pkwy $50 | Daily Saddleback Valley Grp, 23166 Los $90 $360
DANA POINT A A We 6:30P-B. B. Topic Disc., 5001 Nwprt $199 | Mo 7:00P- (W)'s SS, 26051 Marg. $199
Dly 7:00A-Hard Core Harbor, 34451 Ens $3,570 $6,378 | We 7:30P-12 Solutions SS, Harvard $90 | We 9:30A-(W)'s, 26051 Marguerite Pky $164
Su 9:30A-DP Spkr 1st/mo Wind & Sea $150 | Th 6:30P-(W)'s Gypsies, Deerfield & Turtle $60 | Fr 8:30P-Couch Meeting, 26001 Muirlands $205
Mo 5:30P-(W)'s Disc, Ensenada & DPH ~ $368  $638 | Fr 10:30A-Over 50 Grp, 4400 Barranca PKW ~ $80  $170 NEWPORT BEACH A
Mo 7:00P-Promises, 34052 Del Obispo ~ $168  $168 | Fr 5:30P-Topic Disc.Grp, 6650 Alton (Kaiser) ~ $36  $134 | M-S 6:30A-Round Disc, 414 E. 32nd St $720
Tu 9:30A-(W)'s Back/Basics 24642 SJ $144 | Sa6:30A-Back Room S/S, 4400 Barranca P~ §17  $58 | M-F 6:45A-Attitude Adj, Bayside Dr (Yacht C $556
Fr 12:15P-Fri Lunch (W)'s BB, 33841 $25 | Sa 9:15A-SS, 5101 Alton Pky $256 | M-F 12:15P-Shark@Aquatic, 1Whitecliffs $500
Fr 7:00P-GV, 33926 Calle Primavera $360 | Sa 11:00A-B.B Stdy, 1 Sunnyhill - Turtle $120 | M-F 5:30P-Fish Out'a Water, 414 E. 32nd $300
Sa 7:00P-Spkr, 33926 Calle Primavera $60 | Sa 7:00P-Spkrs, 1 Sunnyhill - Turtle $70  $150 | sy 7:15A-Men's Closed B/B Study, 798D $157 $157
FOUNTAIN VALLEY A A LAGUNA BEACH " Su 11:30A-Here and Now, 414 E. 32nd St~ $150 $150
Dly 6:00A-Solutions, 16581 Brookhurst $70 | Dly 7:00A-Attitude Adj, 20456 LCR $260 | sy 7:00P-Primary Purp Grp, 1 Whitecliffs Dr ~ $35  $35
We 7:30P (W)'s Do Recover, 16581 Broo $18 | Dly 7:05A-Attitude Adj, 31872 PCH $700 | Mo 12:30P-Back Bay (M)'s, 1201 Irvine $500
We 8:00P-Disc, 10280 Slater $60 | Dly 7:05A-Attitude Adj Tee Rm, 31106 PCH ~ $225  $450 | 1o 7:00P-Over 40 Disc, 1099 Bayside Dr. ~ $142 $188
FULLERTON A A M-Sa 7:00A-Good Moming Serenity/Ruby's, ~ $126  $126 |y 8:00P-(MY's Disc, 301 Nwprt Blvd $120
GARDEN GROVE b Su T:05A-Montage Grp, (Montage) $264 | 1y7:00P-B StBonfire-1st Fire Ring/Ocean ~ §1  $1
We 10:00A-Ovr 50 Sin/Purp, 9845 Belf $50 Su 10:00A-Heisler Park DISC, Cliff $170 Tu 7:00P-(M'S) Keep It Simple, 14301 Yale $140 $140
We 12:00P-(W)'s, 9845 Beffast $25  $50 | Su10:30A-Sunday Q&A, 31872 PCH $20 | 1y 7:00P-NB/CDM (M)'s, 414 32nd St. $982
Th 3:00P-Sowing Seeds Spkr, 9845 Bel $30 | Su 6:00P-GV Stdy, 21632 Wesley Dr $70 We 6:00P-Men's, 414 E. 32nd Street $286
Fr10:30A-(W)'s (C)12 & 12,9845BIfst ~ $30  $60 | Su 7:00P-TIS Spkrs, 31872 Coast Hwy 8250 $250 | 6 7.00p-Steps&Trads, 2200 San Joagin H $60
Sa 7:30A-Grow or Go, 9845 Belfast $75 | Mo 12:00P-BB Stdy, 20456 LCR $84  $84 We 7:30P-Wed Night (M)'s, 2401 Irvine $25
Sa 10:30A-Just for Today, 9845 Belfast $76 | Mo 6:30P-(W)'s BB Stdy, Wesley $125 $125 |y 500 Recovery Radicals, 301Nwpt $60
Sa 10:30A-BB Stdy, 9845 Belfast $30 | Mo 8:00P-(M)'s BB Stdy, 31872 PCH $49 | 71 0:00 A-{(W)'s BB Stdy, 414 Sond St $20
HUNTINGTON BEACH A A Mo 8:00P-S/Coast (M)'s, 340 S/Ann's $245 ™ 7:00P-Over 40's 414 3nd Street. $60
Dly 7:00A-Hggrs/Bill Sees It, 8200 Ellis ~ $400  $575 | Tu 12:30P-(W)'s Disc, 20456 LCR $350 | 11 2'20p-Balboa S;;kr G 41E D $113 $113
Dly 7:30A-Attitude Mod., 19092 Beach B $300 | Tu 6:00P-Here & Now, 20456 LCR $125 sa 8.'00A-Eas Risers 210’0 MarVista $140
Dly 8:00A-Hggrs II, H.B Lifegrd Tower 11 $180  $930 | Tu 6:30P-(M)'s Beg, 31872 So/Coast $130 $630 s 1-1'00A P }r/‘t inafi ’ M4E 3nd 100
Su 9:00A-On/Beach, Lifegrd Tower 11 $90  $90 | We 7:00A-Whale Watch (M)'s, PCH §o43 | D8 T1PRATaricpaton, BIRE. SN R
Su 10:00A-Sober Sharing, 19092 Beach $40 | We 6:00P-Beginner's, 20456 LCR $31 ORANGE
Su 7:30P-Disc, 20444 Magnolia $63 | We 8:00P-(M)'s Part, 21632 Wesley g120 |Dly 7:00A-Early Birds, 812 Town&Cntry $350
Mo 7:30A-Attitude Modification, 19092 B $60 | We 8:00P-So.Coast Spkrs, 286 St. Anns $406 | Su 11:00A-Sun Pumprs, 705 W LaVeta $140
Mo 12:00P-(W)'s Bill Sees It, 18631 Cha ~ $75 $225 | Th 12:00P-12 & 12 SS, 20456 LCR $40 | Su 7:00P-Spkr/Orange, 1800 E LaVeta $70  $70
Mo 5:00P-Men's Book Study, 19092Bea  $120  $120 | Th 6:30P-(M)'s BYOB 128 12 SS, 21632 $8g Mo 7:00P-(W)'s Step Stdy, 161 Orange $72
Mo 6:30P-Recoverettes, 7641 Talbert $40 | Fr6:55A-Women's Workshop, 20456 LCR ~ $77  $147 | Tu 12:00P-Discussion, 2191 Orange-Olive $100
Mo 7:00P-(W)'s Sans, 18631 Chapel Ln. ~ $90 $420 | Fr 6:00P-Fri Nite Lite Disc, 21632 Wesley $261 |TuT:00P-(W)'s Keep It Simple, 1310 E Wal $101
Mo 7:30P-(M)'s BB & 12&12, 1912 Flori ~ $75 $163 | Fr 6:00P-Literature Mtg, 21632 Wesley $209 | Tu 8:00P-Hart Park Newcomers, 22 FWY @ $280
Tu 1:00P-Harmony (W)'s, Edinger/Denn ~ $80  $180 | Fr. 7:45P-Surrender to Win, 20456 LCR $122 | We 7:30P-Alkies Only, 1800 E. LaVeta $70
Tu 7:30P-Beginners (M)'s, 19822 Beach $295 | Fr 8:00P-Here & Now, 21632 Wesley $120
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MEETING CHANGES SINCE
JANUARY 10, 2011

SUNDAY

HUNTINGTON BEACH

12:00 PM BIG BOOK DISCUSSION 19092
Beach Blvd suite 'G' Name Change

LOS ALAMITOS
4:00 PM HAPPY HOUR TOPIC DISCUS-
SION 4388 Katella Ave. Address Change

NEWPORT BEACH
10:00 AM DOLPHINS ON THE BEACH On
the beach at 40th St. Address & time change

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:TRADITIONS
STUDY 27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

SANTA ANA
11:00 AM (C) TWO OR MORE 120 W. 5th
St. 2nd Floor #200 Changed to closed

TUSTIN
8:00 AM (~) GRUPO TRANSMITELO 17842
Irvine Blvd. Suite 216 New Meeting

7:00 PM SUNDAY NIGHT AA MEDITATION
19211 Dodge Avenue (Church of the Foot-
hills) New address and name

MONDAY

BUENA PARK

8:00 PM MONDAY NITE CYPRESS 6625
Dale St. (Lutheran Church, Fireside Rm
Door) New Location

LAGUNA NIGUEL

8:00 PM (C) 12 & 12 STUDY 30111 Niguel
Road (Church, Bldg G, Med Ctr, Rm1) New
room

NEWPORT BEACH
12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E.
32nd St. New location

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:SPIRITUAL AWAK-
ENINGS 27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

TUESDAY

COSTA MESA

8:30 PM DISCUSSION 2040 Placentia Ave.
Time Change

IRVINE

7:30 PM (C) MEN'S OF IRVINE 4949 Alton
Pkwy @ Creek Rd (St Paul's Church) New
Contact

LAGUNA NIGUEL

7:00 AM TUESDAY MORNING MEN'S BIG
BOOK/STEP STUDY 30111 Niguel Road
(Church, Med Ctr, Rm1) Bldg G, New Room
6:00 PM (C)

MEN'S STAG DISCUSSION & MUNCHIES
30111 Niguel Road @ Crown Valley (Church,
Med Ctr, Rm1) Bldg G, New Room

7:30 PM (C) BOOKSTUDY 30111 Niguel
Road (Church, Med Ctr, Rm1) Bldg G, New
Room

NEWPORT BEACH
12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E.
32nd St. New location

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO
9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:BIG BOOK STO-

RIES 27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

WANDERING

6:00 PM STEP SISTERS-STEP STUDY
(WOMENS) Call Laurie G. 949-226-1904 for info
Put back in directory

WEDNESDAY

COSTA MESA

5:30 PM (C) HOW IT WORKS 2144 Thurin St.
@ Victoria St. (Grange Hall) New Meeting

FULLERTON

7:00 PM WOMENS NIGHTMARE ON ELM
STREET 200 E. EIm Ave. c/s Valencia & Harbor
New Meeting

IRVINE

6:30 PM BIG BOOK TOPIC DISCUSSION 5001
Newport Coast Dr (Mariner's Church LDB Rm
200B) Room Change

LAGUNA NIGUEL

6:00 PM (C) WEDNESDAY NIGHT BOOK
STUDY 30111 Niguel Road (Church, Med Ctr,
Rm1) Bldg G, New Room

7:00 PM (C) WINNER'S STEP STUDY 27802 El
Lazo (Faith Episcopal Church) New Location
7:30 PM (C) BOOKSTUDY 30111 Niguel Road
(Church, Med Ctr, Rm1) Bldg G, New Room

NEWPORT BEACH
12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E. 32nd
St. New location

SAN CLEMENTE

7:00 PM (C) DOHENY GROUP - STEP & TRA-
DITION/TOPIC 35522 Camino Capistrano
(Lutheran Church) New address

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:12x12 STEP STUDY
27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

THURSDAY

FULLERTON

6:00 PM FIRESIDE MENS STAG FOR NEW-
COMERS 724 S. Brookhurst Rd.(Action Alliance
House) New Meeting

GARDEN GROVE

6:00 PM RETURNING HOME VETERANS
12453 Lewis St.#101 (OC Veterans Center) New
day, time & name

LAGUNA NIGUEL

7:00 AM THURSDAY MORNING MEN'S TOPIC
DISCUSSION 30111 Niguel Road (Church Med
Ctr, Rm1) Bldg G, New Room

NEWPORT BEACH
12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E. 32nd
St. New location

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:AS BILL SEES IT
27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

FRIDAY

COSTA MESA

5:45 PM BIG BOOK STUDY 2 PAGES AT A
TIME 2144 Thurin St. @ Victoria St (Grange
Hall) New meeting

GARDEN GROVE

12:30 PM THE GONG SHOW 9845 Belfast Dr
c/s Brookhurst & Garden Grove New Meeting/
name

NEWPORT BEACH
12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E. 32nd

Page 8

Lpline

St. New location

RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA

7:30 PM ROADS END PARTICIPATION
30322 Via Con Dios (Comm. Lutheran
Church) Address correction

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:LIVING SOBER
27514 Calle Arroyo Name Change

SEAL BEACH

7:00 PM SERENITY ROOM 148 10th St. @
Temple (First United Methodist Church, up-
stairs in back) New Meeting

TUSTIN

6:30 PM (C) "IT'S IN THE BOOK"
BOOKSTUDY 225 W. Main St. @ C
(Presbyterian Church Rm C205 upstairs in
back) New Meeting

SATURDAY

LAGUNA HILLS

7:00 AM WARMER-UPPER 23802 Avenida
de la Carlotta @ Valencia (St. George's
Church) New Address

LAGUNA NIGUEL
6:00 PM CANDLELIGHT 30111 Niguel Road
(Church Med Ctr, Rm1), Bldg G, New Room

LOS ALAMITOS

7:30 PM (C) ROSSMOOR DISC/WATERING
HOLE 3352 Katella Ave. (Church) Correct
time

NEWPORT BEACH

12:15 PM NEW LEASE ON LIFE 414 E.
32nd St. New location

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

6:00 PM KEEP IT SIMPLE 31473 Rancho
Viejo Rd. Suite 101 @ Ortega & 5 Fwy Ad-
dress Correction

9:30 PM GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING
AND EFFECTIVENESS:MEDITATION MEET-
ING 27514 Calle Arroyo Name change

MEETING DELETIONS SINCE
JANUARY 10, 2011

SUNDAY

FOUNTAIN VALLEY

3:30 PM PEOPLE OF ALL COLOR 16581
Brookhurst St.
SPEAKER/PARTICIPATION

GARDEN GROVE
12:00 PMSPEAKER 9845 Belfast Dr.

WEDNESDAY

LOS ALAMITOS

7:30 PM ICE BREAKERS GROUP 4111 Ka-
tella Blvd.

FRIDAY
GARDEN GROVE

12:30 PM OPEN PARTICIPATION 9845
Belfast Dr.

LAGUNA NIGUEL
10:00 AM (C) WOMEN'S SOLUTIONS 27802
El Lazo (Faith Episcopal Church)

SATURDAY
COSTA MESA

Continued on page 9



Meeting Changes cont. from page 8 SUNSET BEACH AA WANDERING GROUPS A A
_ Su 10:00A-Sunset Bch Mtg, PCH & Warner  $123  $123 | Sa 7:00P-Orange County Wandering $42
Z;‘ii:'\" STARLIGHT SPEAKERS 2040 Pla- Tu 7:00A-Disc, 16865 PCH $120 | Tu 6:00P-Chicks on the Run $216
Tu 12:00P-Disc, 16865 PCH $120 | We (W)'s Wandering-South County $152
NEWPORT BEACH Tu 6:00P-Disc, 16865 PCH $250 $250 MISC. DONATIONS A A
8:30 AM (C) MENS BOOK STUDY 414 E. We 6:30P-Newcms Meet, 16865 PCH $100 | OCCO Change Can $41
32nd St. Th 7:00A-Disc, 16865 PCH $60 | Satelite Office Change Can $21
Th 5:30P-(W)'s Meet, 16865 PCH $50  $50 | Intergroup Meeting $63  $277
Th 7:30P-Participation, 16865 PCH $70 | Laguna Beach 4th Step Workshop $205  $365
Fr 12:00P-Disc, 16865 PCH $200 | Men's Banquet 2010 $570
Group Donations cont. from page 7 Sa 7:30A-Disc, 16865 PCH §70  $70 PERSONAL DONATIONS A A
Sa 11:00A-Discussion. 16865 PCH $50  $50 | Anonymous $100  $849
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA A A TUSTIN A A Golden, RSM $100  $100
Su 7:00P-Old Time AA 12&12, 30605 FI $96 | Dly 6:00A-Attitude Mod, 1221 Wass $230 $879| Joanne B., San Clemente $18 $18
Mo 7:30P-(M)'s, 30605 Ave de la Flores $36 | M-F 12:00P-Alkies Winners, 555 W.Main ~ $600 $842 | June L., Irvine $75  $150
Tu 7:30P-Old TimeAA BB Stdy, 30382VCD ~ $120  $450 | M,W,F 12:00P- Spiritual Experience, 14402 $262 | Laura D., Capistrano Beach $100  $100
M-F 6:30A-Att & Grat, 30605 Ave D/L Flores $300 | Su 7:00P-Sober & Crazy Spkrs, 1834 Las  $123 $263 [ Linda L., Lake Elsinore $80
Th 7:30P-11th Stp Spt Disc, 30162 Tomas $30 [ Mo 6:15P-Tustin (W)'s 12X12, 1221 Wass ~ $35 $105| LynnS. $100
SAN CLEMENTE A A Tu 7:00P-Tustin BB Stdy, 225 W. Main $200| Michael L. $100
Dly- Groups, SC Friendship CTR,929 Calle Ne $420 | Tu 8:00P-Steps 1-4, 1201 Irvine $60 | Steven H., Newport Beach $90
Mo 7:00P-N.O.1. (M)'s, Camino Capist $256 | We 7:00P-(W)'s Solutions, 19211 Dodge $184 | WandaR., Huntington Beach $20
Mo 8:00P-Discussion, 202 Aveida Aragon $70| Th 6:15P-(W)'s Living Sober, 1221 Wass. $25 | Theresa W., Newport Beach $50 $200
Tu 6:00P-SOS(W)'s Disc, 190 Ave La Pata $52| Th 7:00P-12 Steps & 12 Trads, 225 Main $50 IN LOVING MEMORY A A
We 7:00P-Doheny Group, 35522 Cam. Capis $130| Sa 7:30A-Tustin Acceptace Meeting, 225 W $90| GROUP INFORMATION REQUEST-
Fr 8:00P-Aragon Spkrs, 202 Ave Aragon $50 | Sa 8:00P-Visiting Spkrs 1221 Wass $50 §70 ED A A
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO A A VILLA PARK A A Receipt #1472 CK #0994269872 $51 $51
Dly 6:00A-Taking a Trip, 27174 Ortega Hwy ~ $200 $450| Dly 7:30A-24 Hour Book Grp, 17855 Santia $164 | Receipt #1373 CK #332 $158
Dly Various- San Juan Meetings, 27514 Calle  $445 $2,500| Fr 12:00P-(W)'s BB Stdy, 17855 Sant $60 | Receipt #1394 CK #668 $60
Su 5:00P-SJGroup 1 Hr Top Disc, 27514 C A $429 WESTMINSTER A A Receipt #1424 CK #1801 $225
Tu 7:00P- SJGroup Hear Here Part, 27514 C~ $280 $532| Mo 7:30P-12&12Beginners, 15750 Mag $40  $40| Receipt #1432 M.0.6344102296 $287
Th 9:30A-(W)'s Back 2 B B/S, 27122A Paseo  $139  $288 WHITTIER A A Receipt #1512 CK #1022 $111 $111
Th 7:00P-Joy of Sobriety, 27174 Ortega Hwy $50 UNLISTED GROUPS A A
Fr 11:30A-(W)'s B 2 B Grapevine, 27122A P $13| Anonymous Group $35 $35| TOTALS $15,741 $57,812
SANTA ANA A A Scott's Cake, Mission Viejo $90 $140
SEAL BEACH A A Tu 5:30P-BB Tape/CD Stdy (UL) IR $84
We 7:30P-(M)'s SS, 8th & Central $24| We 7:00P-Language of the Heart StudyHB  $20  $20| Thank you for your donations!
SILVERADO CANYON A A Fr 5:30P- B/B Tape/CD Study, Irvine UL $195 $281
Th 7:30P-Fireside Disc, 27641 Silverado Cyn $73| Sa 8:00A-Grace Comm. Church $66

Step 6: Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

Was I ready? When I first came to this step, I thought, of course I am. I did not want to have defects, to be defective. Even before 1
joined A.A. I was trying to improve. But I never made any progress. I did not know it was not feasible without sobriety.

Bill Wilson quickly warns that this step is not as easy as it seems to be on first reading. His first sentence on this step in the
“Twelve and Twelve” announces that it “separates the men from the boys.” This is different from his very brief treatment of step
six in our big book. There he spends only two paragraphs on this step. In the years between writing Alcoholics Anonymous and the
“Twelve and Twelve,” he must have reflected and learned just how challenging this step is. But, in that first brief treatment, he
does stress that willingness is the key.

So I was willing to be ready. And that has worked for me. And it continues to work because this step aims at perfection that no
human can achieve. So it is progress toward perfection, progress away from the defects that is possible. I can understand and accept
that this step is going to be a lifelong effort.

Just working this step and saying the prayer that Bill gives us in the big book did not immediately remove all my defects by any
means. What a disappointment. So I will have to continue to be ready and willing. God has the power, I am sure, to remove all my
defects; but He has not done so...at least not yet.

In the meantime I can do some work on myself. I view each defect as the opposite of a strength of character, the opposite of a vir-
tue. So, by practicing the virtues, I can build up strength and reduce the power of those defects. Each of the seven deadly sins that
are reviewed in the fourth step can be seen as the opposite of a virtue. As examples, consider these pairs: fear and faith; anger and
love; sloth and industry; greed and generosity; lust and appropriate sexuality; gluttony and moderation; pride and humility; envy
and emulation. Every situation that gives rise to the urge to express some defect can be seen as an opportunity for me to exercise
the appropriate virtue. And that is how I remain ready and to put action into this step. Maybe this method will help you to be ready
to work this step too.

Richard H., Tustin
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SPEAKER MEETINGS

Costa Mesa

7:00 pm, Sunday

Sunday Night Costa Mesa

Speaker Meeting (former Odd Fel-
lows Hall Speaker Meeting)

Bethel Towers Social Hall

678 West 19th Street

(park in DMV lot next door @ 19th St
& Meyer PI)

Contact: Michael K.

Huntington Beach

7:00 pm, Saturday

Saturday Night Speaker Meeting
Corner of Beach & Garfield
H.O.W. Hall

19092 Beach Blvd

(corner of Beach & Garfield)
Contact: Jeanette N.

06/04 J.B., Buena Park

06/11 Colleen, Garden Grove
06/18 Scotty L., Huntington Beach
06/25 Justin P., Anaheim

Laguna Niguel

Sunday, 8:00 pm

Crown Valley Speaker Meeting
Crown Valley Community Center
29751 Crown Valley Pkwy.
Main Room

Contact: Stephanie R.

06/05 Joshua H., Toronto
06/12 Mary M., L.A.

06/19 Alonzo B., Studio City
06/26 Andy A., Aliso Viejo

Orange

8:00 pm , Friday

No Puffers Speaker Meeting
Community of Christ Church

395 S. Tustin St.

Contact: Mitchell B.

(949) 278-8263

06/03 Judson M., Santa Ana
06/10 Paul C., Santa Ana
06/17 TBA

06/24 TBA

Tustin

8:00 pm, Saturday

Saturday Night Visiting Speaker
St. Paul’s Church, 1221 Wass St.
Contact: Joey P.

06/04 Zach B., Fountain Valley
06/11 Glenn H. (Pickle), Tustin
06/18 Debbie A., Fullerton
06/25 Red B., Tustin

07/02 Martin R., Tustin

07/09 Mike C., Anaheim

07/16 Fred L., Brea

07/23 Darren R., Garden Grove
07/30 Coleen H., Santa Ana
08/06 Rob H., Laguna Niguel
08/13 Paul C., Santa Ana

08/20 Susan F., Laguna Hills
08/27 Lisa B., Huntington Beach
09/03 Patrick S., Costa Mesa
09/10 Jeryl T., Costa Mesa

North Tustin

7:00 pm, Sunday

Crazy & Sober Speakers Meeting
18341 Lassen Drive

(Prentice School)

Contact: Billy S.

06/05 Ron R., Huntington Beach
06/12 Mary S., Santa Ana

06/19 Bobby D., Laguna Beach
06/26 Rosanne S.O., Irvine

Lpline

EVENTS

A.A. Desert Pow Wow

With Al-Anon participation
June 9-12, 2011

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort
Indian Wells, CA
www.desertpowow.com

Orange County Central Office
Annual Open House Chili Cook-Off
June 11, 2011, 11:30-3:00

Central Office

1526 Brookhollow Drive, Suite 75
Santa Ana, CA 92705

(714) 556-4555

The Canyon Club’s

50th Anniversary Celebration
June 25, 2011, 12:00-4:00
20456 Laguna Canyon Road
Laguna Beach, CA

(949) 497-1823

Ashland Home Black & White Ball
Mission San Juan Capistrano
September 17, 2011, 6:00 pm

26801 Ortega Highway

San Juan Capistrano, CA

(714) 914-1989

Please submit speaker meeting and event information by the 15th of the month to lifelineeditor@yahoo.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

(5

Shala O’K Dana Point
Mary Ann D.  Dana Point
David S. Fountain Valley
Bill B. Dana Point
David H. Lake Forest

¢

3 years
19 years
22 years
30 years
52 years

received.

Help keep the doors of A.A. open so that new members
may receive the same help so many of us have already

Make a donation of any amount for an
A.A. Birthday—yours or someone else’s
and we will help celebrate by publishing
their name and years of sobriety in the
Lifeline.

Please send July Birthday donations by
June 10th with name, city and years to:
Orange County Central Office
1526 Brookhollow, Suite 75
Santa Ana, California 92705
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“Alcoholics Anonymous, fgﬂ
how may we help you?” & \ 3
CALL FORWARDING
CALL FORWARDING:

The call forwarding program instituted by Orange County
Central Office insures that our help line phones are answered
by volunteers 24/7. During hours when the Central Office is
closed, calls to the Central Office are forwarded to a call
forwarding volunteer’s home or cell phone, where the volun-
teer answers the calls just as if he or she were sitting in the
Central Office. This service allows the Central Office to
realize a significant cost saving because we do not need to
contract with a phone answering service. Even more vital,
when a call is placed to Alcoholics Anonymous in Orange
County, the caller will be talking to an Alcoholics Anony-
mous member not a phone service! This truly is “front-line”
12" Step work and we would appreciate any time you can
give.

SHIFTS:

Monday thru Friday shifts are 6am to 9am, 6pm to 9pm and
9pm to 6am. Saturday shifts start with the 6am to 9am. The
Central Office opens and covers from 9am to 1pm on Satur-
days. The phones are then forwarded to volunteers to cover
the phones from 1pm to 4pm, 4pm to 7pm, 7pm to 10pm and
10pm to 6am. On Sundays and Holidays shifts begin at 6am
with the 6am to 10am, and continue with 10am to 2pm, 2pm
to 6pm, 6pm to 10pm and 10pm to 6am.

VOLUNTEERING:

In order to volunteer for this service it is suggested that you
have two years of sobriety. You must then arrange with the
Central Office Manager in Santa Ana or the Satellite Office
Manager in Mission Viejo for a brief orientation session
which will be held at one of the offices. Shifts are available
please call the Central Office at (714) 556-4555 or the Satel-
lite Office at (949) 582-2697.

CENTRAL OFFICE ACTIVITY—April
Total Calls Handled by Both Offices: 1617
Main and Satellite Office Volunteers

12 Step Calls 10
Meeting Information 551
General Information 353
Walk-In Customers 265
Night Owl Volunteers
12 Step calls 07
Meeting Information 397
General Information 254

Mpeline

e

ORANGE COUNTY

INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF A.A.
Statement of Income and Expenses for Period Ending 04/30/2011

Unaudited

April
INCOME
Group Donations 14,868.06
Individual/Fellowship 443.00
Literature Sales 9,061.19
Birthday Donations 80.00
Intergroup Donations 62.75
Interest Earned 13.70
TOTAL INCOME: 24,528.70
EXPENSES
Accounting 0.00
Auto Expense (all Mgrs.) 35.55
Bank Charges 0.00
Cash/Invoices OverShort -1.69
Donated Literature 0.00
Insurances 0.00
Intergroup Expense 174.49
Lease Expense 329.83
Sales Tax on Lease 28.86
Maintenance & Repairs 7.98
Volunteers Coffee + Water 74.60
Offices' Supplies + Expenses 132.88
Postage 68.05
Public Info Expense 229.38
Rent Main/Satellite Offices 3,200.20
Salaries 8,540.66
Reimb. Health Insurance 93.91
Payroll Tax Expense 730.94
Taxes & Licenses 0.00
Telephone Expense 689.69
LIFELINE Expense 1,038.88
Cost of Literature Sold 7,248.95
Special Events Expense 0.00
Returned Checks 46.96
TOTAL EXPENSES: 22,670.12
INCOME/(LOSS): 1,858.58

YTD

55,730.94
1,798.99
40,484.70
1,945.65
276.84
134.44

100,371.56

725.00
229.81
0.00
-7.64
297.80
736.35
660.39
1,319.32
115.44
39.93
513.11
898.34
280.99
229.38
12,800.80
33,332.38
160.64
2,840.12
29.00
2,738.14
4,067.47
32,387.76
587.00
46.96

95,028.49

5,343.07

»\.;:i

A man passed away last night that has carried a message to 100's of
thousands of us all over the world. He was a great messenger, a
dear dear friend. He carried
Book and kept it alive in a
fellowship had lost touch
Charlie P. your effect has
has been left, and I thank
you. Charlie along with Joe McQ and in later years Joe McC trav-
eled the world for over 35 years starting fires of enthusiasm for our

tireless servant, and a
the message of the Big
time when most of our
with our basic principals.
been felt, your footprint

basic text. -- Bob D.
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We Are Not

A Glum Lot

CLASSIC CARTOONS AND JOKES

FROM THE AA GRAPEVINE

The

alcoholic

who
doesn't

have time

for A.A.
attendance

is like an
automobile

which
doesn't

have time
to stop for
gasoline.

“Since I quit drinking,” an A.A. said, “my income runs to five
Figures—a wife and four daughters.”

JOHNNY ONE-STEP

THINKS [T5-A ESCALATOR
~-JUST SIT ON THE FIRST STEP AND RIDE UP.

TRADITION 6 WORD SEARCH

A WORD SEARCH, like all the others you've seen: words can be up, down, across or diagonal.
Have fun, and win a few minutes of free sobriety!

Reprinted from the Ventura County Tradition.
There are also 12 'AA's. Can you find them all?
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| E A A W E A
G C W F T I M
E G S R A Y T
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Group
Related
Money
Ought
Facility
Property
Never
Outside
Prestige
Endorse
Enterprise
Divert
Finance
Lest
Primary
Lend
Problems
Purpose

Page 12

—

A farmer’s Model A
collided with a Cadil-
lac, driven by an ur-
bane sophisticated
man. When the driv-
ers got out to survey
the damage, the
farmer said, "Well,
friend, we might as
well have a drink."
He then hauled forth
a bottle from his
pocket and passed it
to the gent beside
him who drank deep-
ly, and then returned
the bottle to the
farmer. The farmer
merely nodded and
stuck the bottle back
in his hip pocket.

"Aren't you going to
have one too?" asked
the man.

"Reckon not," said
the farmer,
"leastways, not until
the police have
checked up."




